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VIENNA FOR COMMISSIONER GENERAL HENDERSON 
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SUBJECT: SPOKANE EXPO 74 

REF: LONDON 8757 

1. NORMAN REDDAWAY, ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY IN CHARGE 
OF INFORMATION AND CULTURAL MATTERS IN FOREIGN AND 
COMMONSEALTH OFFICE (FCO) INFORMED EMBASSY TODAY 
THAT, AFTER CAREFUL REVIEW OF ALL ASPECTS, HMG HAD 
AGAIN DECIDED AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL AGAINST PARTICIPATION 
IN SPOKANE 74. FROM DISCUSSION WITH REDDAWAY IT 
APPEARS THAT BRITISH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, WHICH IN 
OUR OPINION (SEE PARA 5 REFTEL) WAS BEST HOPE OF 
EFFECTING A REVERSAL OF PREVIOUS HMG MINISTERIAL DECI- 
SION BY A STRONG ENOUGH RECOMMENDATION, WAS NOT MOVED 
TO MAKE SUCH A RECOMMENDATION BY ITS LATEST MEETING 
WITH SIMMONS, DINGWALL AND MCAULEY. 
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2. EMBASSY ASKED REDDAWAY WHETHER THIS NEGATIVE DECI- 
SION MIGHT BE REVERSED IF CURRENT DEADLOCK AMONG 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WERE BROKEN AND, FOR EXAMPLE, FRANCE 
BELGIUM AND GERMANY DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE IN EXPO 74. 
REDDAWAY REPLIED THAT IN HIS OPINION THIS WOULD MAKE NO 
DIFFERENCE AT THIS STAGE. 

3. EMBASSY ASKED WHETHER HMG MIGHT REVERSE ITS DECISION 
IF BRITISH INDUSTRY WERE TO COME UP WITH THE NECESSARY 
FINANCING FOR BRITISH PARTICIPATION. REDDAWAY SAID 
SUCH AN OFFER WOULD OBVIOUSLY REQUIRE A CAREFUL REVIEW 
BUT HE FELT THE ODDS MIGHT STILL BE AGAINST A DECISION 

TO PARTICIPATE BECAUSE OF THE HISTORY OF TWO NEGATIVE 
MINISTERIAL DECISIONS. HE FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT THE 
BRITISH TRADE COMMISSION OFFICE IN NEW YORK THROUGH 
CONSUL GENERAL FORD HAD BEEN SOUNDED OUT BY FCO AS TO 
THE INTEREST OF BRITISH COMPANIES IN U.S. FOR A BRITISH 
PARTICIPATION IN EXPO 74. FORD REPORTED LITTLE OR NO 
INTEREST ON THE PART OF BRITISH INDUSTRY IN THE U.S. ON 
THE BASIS OF SURVEY OF SELECTED CONTACTS HE MADE. SINCE, 

AS IS CUSTOMARY IN OUR OWN SOLICITATION OF HOME OFFICES 
OF AMERICAN FIRMS REGARDING SOLICITATION OF THEIR SUB- 
SIDIARIES IN FAIRS OF HOST COUNTRIES, DECISIONS ON 
FAIR PARTICIPATION ARE GENERALLY MADE ON RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF LOCAL SUBSIDIARIES, WE DOUBT WHETHER DIRECT APPROACH 
TO BRITISH COMPANIES IN UK WILL BE FRUITFUL IN VIEW OF 
REPORT FROM BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL FORD IN NEW YORK. 

4. COMMENT: BASED ON FOREGOING INFORMATION EMBASSY 
FEELS THAT FURTHER APPROACHES TO BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
IN LONDON HOLD NO HOPE OF SUCCESS. IF BRITISH EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON CAN BE PREVAILED UPON TO MAKE THE 
STRONGEST POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION WITH A VIEW TO 
UPSETTING THIS SECOND MINISTERIAL DECISION, WE WILL DO 
OUR BEST TO PROCURE FAVORABLE DECISION BY FOLLOWING 
UP FURTHER HERE IN LONDON. OTHERWISE WE FEEL THIS 
CHAPTER MUST BE REGARDED AS CLOSED. 

SOHM 
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